DOUGLAS MONROE STAHLMAN

~ Stahlman was born on August 17, 1861 on
a farm near Kirkman, in Warsaw Township,

| Jefferson County, Pennsylvania. He was the fifth
child out of ten brothers and sisters.

| He attended Erie Commercial School and became
| a schoolteacher, teaching for a time at the Clear
Creek School near Sigel. He also worked for a
time as a book agent, meeting his wife, Marion

| Alsobrook, whom he married in Dyer County,

| Tennessee on November 4, 1897.

| The newly-married Stahlmans moved to

Valparaiso, Indiana where Douglas began
attending classes at the Northern Indiana Normal School. Their first son
Glen Davis was born on September 26, 1898.

In February 1901, Douglas became entangled in a national headline-
making scandal that revolved around the religious faith-healing movement
of John Alexander Dowie. Applying the Dowieites beliefs to his ailing

UNCOVERING THE ROCKS

- Beginning May, 2009, members of the North Fork Chapter 29 of the Society for
Pennsylvania Archaeology began a systematic effort to find and record as many
of the Scripture Rocks as could be found. Gleaning information from Stahlman’s [\
handwritten journals along with directions from local informants, the survey was H\
successful in finding and documenting 151 inscribed rocks comprising eight separate ||

groups around Brookville.

The Port Barnett Rock group is significant because it is the largest concentration of
engraved rocks and the location where Stahlman developed the concept of dedicating
- rocks. Here he carved the first and last of his engravings and built a chapel on Altar

Rock where he later lived and penned his journal.

In 2011, a special Keystone Preservation Grant provided by the Pennsylvania
= Historic and Museum Commission to the Jefferson County History Center furthered
the project by funding a formal mapping of the Port Barnett group location and

outlining potential plans for development of a Heritage Park.

Scripture Rock at any of the locations around Brookville, please contact the
Jefferson County History Center.

WELCOME TO THE SCRIPTURE ROCKS

The Scripture Rocks Heritage Park was dedicated June 2016 by the Jefferson County History!
where visitors can explore 4.5 acres of a forested hillside near Port Barnett containing the & -
country. Although not dedicated as a religious park, it contains 64 sandstone boulders emszas
circa 1910-1913 detailing his perception of religion and personal aspects of his life and ks
The Park is the location of Altar Rock, the largest boulder, which Stahlman converted mto ==
worship and upon which he later built his cabin wherein he penned his journal. The park Siss
Native American rock shelter, evidence of mid-nineteenth century quarryng ass

In the fall of 2014 the park concept became reality with the Jefferson County History
Center undertaking the construction of the park through the cooperation of the
landowners and financial assistance of numerous grants and private donors.

There are still more rocks to be discovered. To report a finding of a new unrecorded
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THIS IS A FREE PUBLIC ACCESS PARK

Your donations, however, are greatly appreciated and will be used for maintenance and future improvements.

Safety Reminder: Park Rules:

No hiking trail is without a certain amount of danger. * Park Hours are from Sunrise to Sunset.

It is your responsibility to determine if it is safe for you * All vehicles must be removed from the parking area by
and your children. If you have a problem with walking on dark.

uneven ground or slopes, it 1s best not to travel them. We » Horses, bicycles or motor vehicles are NOT permitted.

leave that Ty your diseretion. * Vandalism causing intentional damage to park properts

Please: signage or the rocks will be prosecuted, including cost

*Stay on trails and beware of poison ivy. of conservation.

« Take out what you bring in and help us keep the park * No memorials or objects of any kind are to be erected or
garbage free. left in park without written permission of the JCHC.
* Keep pets on a leash and remove animal waste from * Group tours must make arrangements with the JCHC
trails. * JCHC docents are available but must be scheduled
* Report vandalism (you may be recorded on remote in advance.
video while in the park). * Any organization or business charging a fee for a
tour must have written permission from the JCHC.




The Scripture Rocks Heritage Park was completed by the
Jefferson County History Center with financial support from:

Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission Major Project Supporters (cos
Keystone Grant Tom & Emry Glover
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation Richard & Cathy Haas
and Natural Resources and the North Central Historic Brookville, Ine.
Regional and Development Commission Humphrey Land Trust
Greenways Implementation Grant Jefferson Manor Health Cente
- Jefferson County Commissioners In Memory of J. Michael Johmn
Lumber Heritage Region of Pennsylvania MJOhIHSI(;F Subai Ul
o Jefferson County Hotel Tax Committee e Eﬁ;;ﬁg“f fr L:flf'::l Es
Major Project Supporters The Matson Companies
John Achille, Attorney at Law Mark & Karen McKinney
= Allan and Karen Ames Mike’s Super Market
Diana Ames and John Axtell Miller Welding and Machine Cons
3 Eric & Brenda Armstrong North Fork Chapter 29 Society for PA &
Blackbird Distillery In Memory of Kelly Ann (Gill) P
Paul & Sandra Blake E. M. “Jack” & Jean Parker
Darr & Carole Briggs Penn Separator Corporation
i Brookville Firemen’s Club Brent, Gail and Ray P
Brownlee Lumber, Inc. George I. Reitz & Sons
- Ken & Cheryl Burkett James & Ann Sarvey
Cypress Clocks & Gift Shop Sarvey Insurance
Dan Smith’s Candies S & T Bank
‘ Clarinda Darr George & Shirley Walker

In Memory of John W. DeMotte . - .
Elite Technologies & Communications Inc. With spesial ACkHOWIedg I';'

In Memory of Ramsey & Opal Ent H}lmp hrey Land Trust 4
Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 883 Jim & Donna Winner

For more information:

The Scripture Rocks: Why Douglas Stahlman Carved
His Legacy in Stone by Brian Fritz and Kenneth Burkett
Available at the JCHC Gift Shop.

Website: scripturerocks.com

Visit the Jefferson County History Center (JCHC)
172 Main Street, Brookville, PA 15825
(814) 849-0077 | jchconline.org
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